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BACKGROUND

 Developed from USHMM

 Excerpted from museum’s ID cards collection

 Total of  35 cards in the set

 Included in Trunk Project

 Represents classroom-size ratio of  larger scale

 Simple activity  Complex concepts
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OBJECTIVES

☒Pre-Reading ☒ During Reading ☐ Post Reading

 Provides students with following information:

 Defines the Holocaust and connect the events to the 

definition

 Explores categories of  behavior based on choices
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OBJECTIVES

☒Pre-Reading ☒ During Reading ☐ Post Reading

 Provides students with following information:

 Emphasizes that the Holocaust took place because 

individuals, groups, and nations made decisions to act or not 

to act

 Explores the Holocaust through personal stories instead of  

just statistics
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RATIONALE

 This activity strives to accomplish the following 

from the “Guidelines for Teaching about the 

Holocaust”:

 Define the term “Holocaust”

 Do  not teach or imply that the Holocaust was inevitable

 Avoid simple answers to complex questions

 Contextualize the history

 Translate statistics into people
Georgia Commission on the Holocaust - Do not duplicate 6



METHODOLOGY

1. Provide informative framework.

 Definition

 Categories of  behavior

2. Prepare for cards. 

3. Distribute cards.

4. Initiate series of  questions.

5. Conclude the activity. Allow for follow-up questions.

6. If  applicable, transition into assigning further reading or project.
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Part 1: Provide Informative Framework

ID CARDS ACTIVITY
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The Holocaust was the state-sponsored 

systematic persecution and annihilation 

of  European Jewry by Nazi Germany 

and its collaborators between

1933 and 1945.           

Define the Holocaust
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS

4. RESISTANCE

5. BYSTANDERS

Categories of  Behavior
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

The set does not include cards of  perpetrator or 

collaborators but you can have students create a graphic 

organizer of  unseen characters in an individual story. 

Examples: If  they have a card of  someone who was 

deported, map out what roles people had – who drove the 

trains? Who moved them into the ghetto?

Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior

Fluidity of  

choices
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Categories of  Behavior

Nazis did not 

kill him 

collaborators
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Categories of  Behavior

collaborators
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Categories of  Behavior

•Out of  35 cards, 29 are Jewish

•All Jews were targets, not all 

targets were Jews

•Only 5 cards of  survivors
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Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior

Even though 

they did not 

choose to be 

targets, many 

of  them still 

made choices 

to resist (can 

be in more 

than one 

category at 

once)
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Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior

Contextualize 

stories of  

rescue – what 

factors made 

it possible?
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Categories of  Behavior

Denmark was the only occupied country 

that actively resisted the Nazi regime's 

attempts to deport its Jewish citizens.
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Categories of  Behavior

Why Denmark?
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Categories of  Behavior

Legend: King Christian 

X wore a yellow star in 

support of  the Danish 

Jews
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Categories of  Behavior

Truth: King Christian X 

expressed firm 

objections to German 

deportation plans
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Categories of  Behavior

 Jews in Denmark were not required to wear yellow 

star.

 Danish government continued to govern under 

German occupation.

 Universities closed down to allow students to 

participate in the rescue efforts. 

 Clergy urged congregations to help the Jews.

 Police refused to cooperate with the German 

deportation experts.
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Categories of  Behavior

Social and 

cultural 

identity was 

definitely part 

of  it but 

geography 

was a major 

contributing 

factor – use 

the maps on 

the back of  

the ID cards
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Categories of  Behavior

“In Denmark, we did not 

distinguish between

Jews and non-Jews. 

We were all just Danes.”

-Preben Munch Nielsen
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Categories of  Behavior
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS

4. RESISTANCE

5. BYSTANDERS

Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior

Jewish 

resistance –

difficult and 

expensive to 

obtain false 

ID papers

Georgia Commission on the Holocaust - Do not duplicate 43



Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior
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Categories of  Behavior

Beekbergen, Germany – summer 1941: © Anne Frank Fonds, Bazel / Anne Frank 
Stichting, Amsterdam

Context: The 

Ledermanns were 

German-Jewish 

refugees living in 

Amsterdam like 

Anne Frank and 

her family. They 

lived in the same 

apartment 

complex. 

Only Barbara 

survived...
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Categories of  Behavior

Having false 

ID papers did 

not guarantee 

survival
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Categories of  Behavior

Small act of  

rescue 

consequence 

of  death
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Categories of  Behavior

Non-Jewish 

resistance
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Categories of  Behavior

Similar to how 

collaborators made 

the choice to work 

with the Nazis for 

various reasons, the 

same can be true 

for people who 

resisted the Nazis. 

People in the 

resistance did not 

necessarily do it to 

help the targets –

they could have 

made the choice to 

resist for their own 

reasons.
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS

4. RESISTANCE

5. BYSTANDERS

Categories of  Behavior
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5. BYSTANDERS The set does not include 

cards profiling bystanders but you can 

have students create a graphic organizer 

of  unseen characters in an individual 

story. Examples: If  they have a card of  

someone who was deported, map out 

witnesses such as their neighbors. 

Categories of  Behavior
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Part 2: Prepare for cards

ID CARDS ACTIVITY
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Part 3: Distribute the Cards

ID CARDS ACTIVITY
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Part 4: Initiate Series of  Questions

ID CARDS ACTIVITY
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Do NOT use “you” when asking the 

questions about the cards.

Instead, use “your card” “your person” or 

“the person on the card.”

!
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Do NOT use simulation activities when 

teaching about the Holocaust. 

Do NOT put or ask your students to 

think about themselves in these situations.

!
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Do NOT ask your students what they 

would have done. Ask them what they will 

do in situations where they have a choice 

to make.

!
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What does the red “J” mean?

Raise your hand if you have a card with a red “J”.

What is the first thing you notice when you look at 
the card?

What does the red “J” mean?
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How did the person on your card die?

Disease – starvation – gas chamber - execution

Those of you who have a card with a red “J”:

Raise your hand if the person on your card died.
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Baruch 

Szabasson

Cause of death: 
Typhus

Age at death: 15

Helene 

Melanie Lebel

Cause of death: 
euthanasia

Age at death: ~29

Blimcia Lische

Cause of death: Gas 
chamber

Age at death: 3 ½ 
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Kalman 

Kernweiss

Cause of death: anti-
semitic neighbors

Age at death: 21

Pola 

Nussbaum

Cause of death: shot 
while trying to escape 

ghetto
Age at death: 19

Dora Rivkina

Cause of death: 
Betrayed and shot

Age at death: 19
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Eva 

Heyman

Cause of death: not 
listed, died at 

Auschwitz 4 months 
after arrival, October 

1944

Age at death: 13

Thomas

Kulka

Cause of death: gas 
chamber at Sobibor 
killing center, 1942

Age at death: 7

Maria

Nemeth

Cause of death: 
among 80 Jews in the 

camp machine-
gunned to death by 

retreating SS soldiers 

Age at death: 13
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Raise your hand if the person on your card came to the US.

What about the US might have been particularly appealing to someone wanting to leave Europe?

Where did he/she go after the war?

Why might someone have left Europe?

Those of you who have a card with a red “J”:

Raise your hand if the person on your card survived.
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How did he/she resist?
What choice(s) did he/she make?

If you have a card with a “J” or without a “J”:

Raise your hand if the person on your card resisted.

What were the consequences of being caught?
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Gideon 

Boissevain

Cause of death: 
Execution

Age at death: 20

Franco Cesana

Cause of death: 
Execution?

Age at death: 12

Jozef  Wilk

Cause of death: 
Warsaw ghetto 

uprising

Age at death: 18
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How did he/she rescue?

What choice(s) did he/she make?

If you have a card with a “J” or without a “J”:

Raise your hand if the person on your card was a 
rescuer.
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CONCLUDING THE ACTIVITY

 Emphasize choices

 Do not ask what would you do. Ask what will you do.

 Diagram

 Timeline

 Map

 Research: Testimony, Country, Camp
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EMPHASIZE CHOICES

Do no ask what would you do. 

Ask what will you do.

Categories of  Behavior
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www.holocaust.georgia.gov/id-cards

Resources

Georgia Commission on the Holocaust - Do not duplicate 71


